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The coloring of the glaze for the names of royals, rulers, and their titles in the
inscriptions of the tiling decoration of buildings from the Timurid and Turkmen
periods features a distinctive characteristic compared to other parts of the inscriptions.
This unique and little-known feature in this era is raised as an important issue in
the current research. Therefore, this article, in addition to introducing the buildings
containing this category of tile inscriptions during the Timurid and Turkmen periods
of Iran, also studies their characteristics. To achieve these objectives, the research
addresses the following questions: What are the buildings containing different
glaze colors for the names and titles of royals and rulers in tile inscriptions from
the Timurid and Turkmen periods in Iran? What are the characteristics of this part
of the inscriptions in terms of glaze coloring, and what is the reason for their use?
Data were collected through documentary sources and extensive field observations,
and the data and information were analyzed using an interpretive-historical method.
The findings of this research indicate that 16 tile inscriptions with this feature were
found in 12 buildings from the Timurid and Turkmen periods of Iran. Most of the
works belong to Isfahan province (Isfahan, Kashan, Varzaneh), followed by Razavi
Khorasan (Taybad, Khargerd Khaf, Mashhad), Yazd (Yazd), and East Azerbaijan
(Tabriz) provinces. In he tile inscriptions of these periods, the names and titles of
the royals and rulers of the time were often used in a different color, usually within a
golden color range (honey, henna, henna-honey-like) and sometimes ochre red with
gold-leaf application (tala-chasban). This feature is considered a common tradition
in the inscriptions of tile decorations from the Timurid and Turkmen (Qara Qoyunlu
and Aq Qoyunlu) periods. The mentioned inscriptions are typically used in the main
entrances and porches of the buildings, which implicitly emphasizes the legitimacy
of the government and the power of the royals and rulers of that time.
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Introduction

The practice of employing distinct color schemes for the names and titles of monarchs and rulers
is a notable decorative tradition observed in certain ceramic inscriptions. The earliest documented
instances of this technique can be traced back to the late Muzaffarid period (793 AH) at the Pamenar
Mosque in Kerman. This specific inscription, located on the mosque’s entrance portal, features white
lettering on a lapis lazuli background adorned with spiral/volute motifs; notably, the name “Al-
Sultan Ahmad” is distinguished through the use of a honey-colored glaze. This decorative method
reached its zenith during the Timurid and Turkmen (Qara Qoyunlu and Aq Qoyunlu) eras, appearing
extensively on entrance portals, iwans, capitals, and column bases.

Consequently, the present study endeavors to identify buildings containing tile inscriptions that
utilize distinctive color schemes for royal names and titles during the Timurid and Turkmen periods in
Iran, while also examining their stylistic characteristics and functional motivations. The significance
of this research stems from the current lack of independent studies on this specific phenomenon.
Therefore, by synthesizing all available evidence, this article seeks to introduce and characterize
these inscriptions.

To achieve these objectives, the research addresses the following questions: Which buildings in
Iran feature tile inscriptions with color-coded royal names and titles from the Timurid and Turkmen
eras? What are the specific glazing characteristics of these inscriptions, and what were the underlying
reasons for their implementation? The study encompasses 16 specimens distributed across 12
edifices within four provinces: East Azarbaijan (Tabriz), Isfahan (Isfahan, Kashan, Varzaneh),
Razavi Khorasan (Taybad, Khargerd, Khaf, Mashhad), and Yazd (Yazd). As such, this article serves
as a fundamental precursor to a deeper understanding of this inscription decoration style during
the aforementioned period, addressing a significant scholarly gap. The article begins with a brief
overview of the political history of the Timurid and Turkmen eras, followed by an introduction to
the case studies and an analysis of the sovereigns&#39; names and titles. For enhanced comparative
analysis, all studied specimens are compiled in a comparative table, concluding with a comprehensive

discussion and synthesis of the findings.

Discussion

The analysis of the studied statistical samples reveals a consistent pattern in the examined
inscriptions: the names and titles of sovereigns are rendered in a color distinct from the primary text.
This phenomenon constitutes a widespread convention in the epigraphy of Timurid and Turkmen
tile decorations. This tradition, which traces its origins to the late Muzaffarid period, reached its
zenith during the Timurid and Turkmen eras and continued into subsequent periods, such as the
Safavid era. The color differentiation of royal names and titles—often employing honey, henna, or
ochre-red hues—serves as a visual emphasis on the ruler’s primary status and authority. In certain
instances, such as the entrance portal of the Ghiasiech Madrasa in Khargerd, Khaf, the royal name is
further embellished with gold-leaf motifs on the tiles. It is highly probable that most such inscriptions
originally featured gold-leaf ornamentation over the honey, henna, or ochre glazes, which may have

diminished over time or during subsequent restoration processes.
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Although subtle variations in the glaze colors of royal names and titles exist, they collectively
fall within a spectrum of golden tones, effectively signaling the preeminence and distinctive status
of these figures to the observer. It is noteworthy that while this tradition of color differentiation is
applied elsewhere in the country solely to the names and titles of monarchs, the Yazd region exhibits a
unique application. In Yazd (as seen in the Jameh Mosque of Yazd and the Amir Chakhmaq Mosque),
this technique was also extended to the names and attributes of God and the Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH), as well as to demarcate the conclusion of Quranic verses in longer inscriptions—a practice
that is unparalleled in its scope. Evidence for this unique Yazd tradition can be found in the inscription
attributed to the “Shah Vali Taft Khangah/Shrine” (currently in the Islamic section of the National
Museum of Iran) and the wooden inscriptions surrounding the entrance of the Shah Vali Taft Jameh
Mosque.

Crucially, contrary to the prevailing Timurid and Turkmen convention where royal names were
highlighted through color contrast, certain inscriptions from this era maintained the same color for the
ruler’s name and titles as the rest of the text. Notable exceptions to the color-contrast rule include the
entrance portal of the Afoshteh Khangah in Natanz, the Sheikh Ali Baniman Complex in Bidakhvid, Taft,
the Jameh Mosque of Semnan, the Shahrukh Khanqah in Damghan, and the inscription on the northern
part of the entrance hashti (octagonal vestibule) of the eastern wing of the Jameh Mosque of Yazd.

Conclusion

The findings of this study demonstrate that 16 specimens of distinctive ceramic inscriptions were
identified across 12 historical edifices in the provinces of Isfahan (Isfahan, Kashan, Varzaneh),
Razavi Khorasan (Taybad, Khargerd, Khaf, Mashhad), Yazd (Yazd), and East Azarbaijan (Tabriz).
Most of these inscriptions, which feature the names and titles of sovereigns, are executed in Thuluth
script using Moarraq (mosaic) tilework or a combination of Moarraq and L’eb-paran (glaze-spread)
techniques. The inscriptions vary in composition, appearing in both multi-line (mother-and-child)
and single-line formats. A consistent aesthetic pattern was observed: white lettering set against a
lapis lazuli background, often complemented by turquoise spiral/volute motifs with Khata’i patterns
in the background.

The names and titles of monarchs are predominantly rendered in a color distinct from the rest
of the inscription—typically within a golden spectrum such as henna, honey, or henna-honey hues,
and occasionally ochre-red. In some high-status examples, gold-leaf ornamentation was applied
to the tiles. This visual differentiation serves as a powerful symbolic emphasis on the sovereignty
and authority of the contemporary rulers. Given their socio-political importance, these inscriptions
are strategically positioned in highly visible areas, such as entrance portals or main iwans. Notable
examples of this color-coded epigraphy include the Jameh Mosque of Yazd, the Amir Chakhmaq
Mosque in Yazd, the Dodar Madrasa in Mashhad, the Ghiasiech Madrasa in Khargerd, the Zeyn
al-Din Abu Bakr Taybadi Shrine, the Jameh Mosque of Varzaneh, the Jameh Mosque of Isfahan
(including its winter quarters and southern iwan), the Darb-e Imam Tomb, the Sheikh Abu Masoud
Razi Khangah, the Darb-Kushk in Isfahan, the Minbar of the Meydan Mosque in Kashan, and the
Kabud Mosque in Tabriz.
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Beyond their aesthetic value, the specific glazing of royal names and titles functions as a form of
“political expression”, providing an implicit affirmation of the legitimacy and power of the ruling
dynasty. In conclusion, the use of golden-toned color differentiation for royal names constitutes a
prevalent and defining epigraphic pattern of the Timurid and Turkmen eras. This tradition, which
solidified the visual hierarchy of power, became a well-established convention during these periods

and subsequently influenced the architectural epigraphy of the Safavid era.
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Divergence of the name “Al-Sultan Ahmad” from the rest of the text in the entrance portal inscription (Author, 2022).
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Fig. 2: Divergence in the glaze color scheme of the names and titles of kings and rulers compared to the rest of the inscription

text during the Timurid and Turkmen periods in Iran: a) “Shahrukh Bahadur Khan Khaldullah” and “Al-Muzaffar Sultan

Jahanshah” in the “Jameh Mosque of Yazd”; b) “Shahrukh Bahadur Sultan Khaldullah” in the “Jameh Mosque of Yazd”; c)
“Shahrukh Bahadur Sultan” in the “Amir Chakhmaq Mosque, Yazd” (Author, 2023).
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Fig. 3: Divergence in the glaze color scheme of the names and titles of kings and rulers compared to the rest of the inscription text
during the Timurid and Turkmen periods in Iran: a) “Shahrukh Bahadur Khan” in the “Dudar School, Mashhad” (Salehi Kakhki,
2017); b) “Shahrukh” in the “Ghiasieh School, Khargerd, Khaf” (Taheri Moghaddam & Kazemnezhad, 2017: 40).
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Fig. 4: Divergence in the glaze color scheme of the names and titles of kings and rulers compared to the rest of the inscription
text during the Timurid and Turkmen periods in Iran; Zeyn al-Din Abu Bakr Taybadi Shrine: a) “Shahrukh Bahadur” in the
inscription band inside the Iwan of the Shrine; b) The square-shaped frame on the right side inside the Iwan of the Shrine; c)
“Shahrukh Bahadur” in the square-shaped frame on the right side inside the Iwan of the Shrine (Salehi Kakhki, 2010).
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Fig. 5: Divergence in the glaze color scheme of the names and titles of kings and rulers compared to the rest of the inscription text
during the Timurid and Turkmen periods in Iran: a) “Shahrukh Bahadur Khan” in the “Jameh Mosque of Varzaneh”; b) “Sultan
Muhammad” in the Beyt ol-Sheta (Winter Chamber) of the “Jameh Mosque of Isfahan”; ¢) Southern Iwan of the “Jameh Mosque
of Isfahan” (Author, 2021).
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Fig. 6: Divergence in the glaze color scheme of the names and titles of kings and rulers compared to the rest of the inscription text
during the Timurid and Turkmen periods in Iran: a) “Al-Fath Muhammadi” in the “Darb-I Imam Shrine, Isfahan”; b) Remains
of honey-colored glaze on the word “Khan” in the phrase “Yaqoub Bahadur Khan” in the Khanqah of Sheikh Abu Mas’ud Razi,
Isfahan; c¢) “Abul-Muzaffar Rustam Bahadur Khan Khaldullah Ta’ala” on the entrance portal of the “Darb-I1 Kushk Shrine,
Isfahan,” currently installed in the Chehelsotoun Museum, Isfahan (Author, 2021).
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Fig. 7: Divergence in the glaze color scheme of the names and titles of kings and rulers compared to the rest of the inscription text
during the Timurid and Turkmen periods in Iran: a) The name “Abu Sa’id Kurkan” on the Minbar of the “Jameh Mosque of
Meydan, Kashan” (Author, 2021); b) The name “Sultan Jahanshah” in the “Blue Mosque, Tabriz” (Sadraei, 2022).
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Tab. 1: Comparison of the glaze color of the names and titles of kings and rulers versus the color of the remaining inscription text
in buildings of the Timurid and Turkmen periods in Iran (Author, 2025).
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Fig. 8: Divergence in the glaze color scheme of the names of God and the Imams compared to the rest of the inscription text in the
a) Khanqah/ Shrine of Shah Vali Taft / Shah Khalil Thani Taft”: b) The name “Mustafa”; ¢) The name “Murteza”; d) The name
of God” (Author, 2023).
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Fig. 9: Divergence in the glaze color scheme of the names of God, the attributes of God, the names of the Imams, and end-of-
verse markers compared to the rest of the inscription text in the “Khanqah/ Shrine of Shah Vali Taft / Shah Khalil Thani Taf: a)
Inscription attributed to the “Khanqah/ Shrine of Shah Vali Taft / Shah Khalil Thani Taft” located in the Islamic section of the
National Museum of Iran; b-c) The words “Allah” and “Ni’matullah” emphasizing the Oneness of God; d-e) The words “Zahir”
and “Ulya” serving as verse endings in the inscription; f) The word “Muhammad” in the surrounding inscription at the entrance
of the “Shah Vali Jameh Mosque, Taft” (Author, 2023).
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Fig. 10: Uniformity in the glaze color of the names and titles of kings with the rest of the inscription text in Timurid and Turkmen
era buildings: a) Entrance portal of the “Khanqah/Dar al-Siyada/Hosseiniyeh” in Afoushteh, Natanz; b) “Sheikh Ali Baniman
Complex” Mosque in Bidakhavid, Taft; ¢) “Jameh Mosque of Semnan”; d) “Shahrukh Khanqah, Damghan”; e) The inscription
panel on the northern part of the eastern entrance octagon of the “Jameh Mosque of Yazd” (Author, 2023).
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