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Museums are continually evolving, redefining their nature and social roles. This
study analyzes the process of museification and investigates how the conceptual,
functional, and cognitive values of objects transform through this process. The
primary research question asks: How does museification alter the identity and value of
objects across different museum approaches? The hypothesis posits that museification
is not merely a physical transfer but a deep re-contextualization that endows objects
with new symbolic meanings and identities within collective memory. The study
addresses the practical challenge museums face in balancing object preservation
with narrative construction. A descriptive-analytical design was employed within a
qualitative framework, using content analysis of theoretical museology texts. Library
resources were consulted to focus on recent developments in the field. Museification
fundamentally redefines objects: they are detached from their original contexts
and transformed from ordinary items into meaningful, symbolic documents. Three
distinct approaches emerged: (a) object-centered museums, where intrinsic value
and physical authenticity are paramount; (b) thought-centered museums, which
emphasize symbolic interpretation and cultural narratives; and (c) content-centered
museums (the third generation), in which objects serve as tools for dialogue and
addressing contemporary issues. Museification is a dynamic, multifaceted process
aligned with broader societal transformations, emphasizing the construction of
meaning and knowledge production alongside display. Museums should enhance
their flexibility to function as guardians of both tangible and intangible heritage and
as dynamic platforms for cultural dialogue, balancing authenticity with conceptual
storytelling.
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Introduction

Museums occupy a complex intersection of conservation and transformation. Although inherently
conservative institutions, they are undergoing a dynamic evolution that redefines their nature
and function, profoundly altering our understanding of museum objects and the core process of
museumification. Recognized in museology as a multidimensional phenomenon, museumification
is a communicative system that generates meaning, reproduces social relationships, and symbolizes
reality, raising critical questions about what should be preserved, how, and for what purpose. The
process extends beyond the mere physical transfer of objects into a museum’s collection; it involves
profound cognitive, aesthetic, and cultural transformations that confer a new identity on objects
as part of a collective heritage. Through this process, objects transcend their primary function to
become symbols of cultural, social, and artistic legacies, playing a vital role in meaning-making,
knowledge production, and the articulation of social narratives. The trajectory from object-centered
museums to contemporary conceptual and content-centered institutions highlights a significant
shift. Modern museums now seek to redefine objects not as passive entities but as active mediators
of multi-voiced storytelling, with museumification designed to meet community needs, enhance
knowledge, and foster participation.

The central research problem is to understand the profound semantic and functional
metamorphosis objects undergo during museumification and how different museological approaches
negotiate the tension between preserving an object’s authenticity and employing it for conceptual
narrative. Consequently, this study analyzes museumification through three distinct approaches—
object-centered, thought-centered, and content-centered—to elucidate the transformations in an
object’s value and identity. The study’s necessity lies in providing a framework for museums to
navigate their dual roles as guardians of heritage and dynamic platforms for cultural dialogue. The
main research question investigates how museumification transforms the identity and meaning
of objects across these approaches. The central hypothesis posits that museumification is not a
simple physical transfer but a profound process of re-contextualization that detaches objects from
their original context, granting them a new symbolic identity in collective memory. Sub-questions
explore how objects become symbols with multiple, layered values and how different museological
approaches influence this process (object-centered prioritizing intrinsic value; thought-centered
emphasizing narrative; and content-centered using objects to catalyze contemporary dialogue).
Ultimately, this research contends that museumification transforms objects into living elements
in meaning production, knowledge creation, and identity—processes museums must manage with

increasing flexibility and reflexivity.

Discussion
The phenomenon of museumification is a complex, multifaceted process formally recognized

in museology since the 1970s. It transcends the mere physical act of placing an object in a
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museum, representing instead a profound institutionalization that endows the object with a new
museological identity. Through this process, an object is separated from its original context and
practical function, undergoing a transformation that elevates it into a valid document of collective
heritage, imbued with new cognitive values. This journey unfolds through two interconnected
stages: separation and transformation. In the separation stage, the object is deliberately detached
from its native environment, allowing it to be examined as evidence of a specific reality. In the
transformation stage, the object’s nature is altered; it is no longer intended for use or economic
exchange but is re-contextualized to participate in cultural narratives. It becomes a symbol and a
vehicle for transmitting knowledge about its culture of origin, endowing it with a new, symbolic
identity.

Across museological practice, this core process has been applied differently. The first generation
of museums was predominantly object-centered, prioritizing display, conservation, intrinsic
value, authenticity, and aesthetic qualities. Meticulous restoration, elegant presentation, and
concise didactic information were central to success. Over time, the field shifted toward a more
thought-centered perspective, wherein the focus moved from physicality to symbolic meanings,
cultural messages, and social interaction. Museums became spaces for critical thinking, where
objects functioned as documents to interrogate historical narratives and to explore multifaceted
interpretations. This trajectory culminates in content-centered museums, the third generation, in
which objects serve as tools to engage with broader ideas. The central goal is to generate dialogue
around contemporary social, political, and environmental issues; messages and narratives take
precedence, with objects selected and arranged to convey specific concepts and provoke public

engagement.

Conclusion

Museumification is a purposeful process of re-contextualization that transforms objects into living
sources of knowledge. It has evolved from a focus on physical display to a dynamic mechanism
for constructing interactive meaning. The process unfolds as separation from the original context,
followed by transformation into a valid interpretive document. Key findings indicate a shift in
the nature of museums—from object-centeredness to idea-centered and, ultimately, content-
centered approaches—and a corresponding change in the role of objects—from display tools to
active instruments of meaning production. This meaning production is mediated by curation and
increasingly by digital technologies (e.g., augmented reality and virtual reality), enabling adaptation
across contexts. The study also notes challenges, including balancing object authenticity with
conceptual storytelling, potential reductions in viewpoint diversity in traditional museums, and an
identity crisis in conceptual museums. To succeed, museums must balance preserving authenticity
with storytelling while remaining flexible enough to accommodate diverse contemporary needs.

The proposed synthesis suggests combining object-centered, thought-centered, and content-
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centered approaches to maintain institutional identity while serving as platforms for reflecting

contemporary issues.
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7. Neil MacGregor
8. British Museum
9.Martin R. Schérer (1945-2023)
10. Welsh, Peter H
11. Susan M. Pearce
12. Spencer Crew
13. National Museum of African American History and Culture(NMAAHC)
14. James Sims
15. National Museum of Natural History
16. Jean Davallon
17. Preservation
18. haward gardner
19. The Museum of Modern Art (MoMA)
20. Nathalie Heinich(1955)
21. Acquistion
22. Roslyn Russell
23. Kylie Winkworth
24. concrete (VAL :\YAo «(Bgymo 5 )bjye)
25. Museology
9 e il Gl 5l cadly L sl pols bl iadd g ool g o (o a4 ol (e 5 slaniny oo slansy (uuliiojge
BT ioles 5 (g5l ccdslis g5, 8 ISl colod a5 s cpyie dlas S late 4 sjge o Dgiimo Lo didy oyl gpald L3510, o > STl
Stransky, 1980 &) S o dalllae |y dxols g ne> aladls 4o 23 JSb y3 Lol (it 5 3, oy 53 |y (K9xSl (slavojgo U (50l (slon yamnSIS 31)
(Riviere, 1981 & Deloche, 2001
26. Musealisation
27. nternational Council of Museums (ICOM)
28. transformation
29. Andre Desvallees
30. Bernard Deloche
31. Duncan Ferguson (1930-2006)
5 elodl o i) SemdlS cwlidsojge Jolio 53 g ol .p VAAe amd 55 aiwily ol oinls a8 ol o 5 (6558 Liouin S0 dods (wlibojge YV
Slyo g g ads (gl dsels L bLs)lg o (slacSin plo 0y cbslis (o a8 ol aojgn o glgsl 1o 0l 35505358 0 )15 (Lnds oo
-(Desvallees & Mairesse, 2010) 455loy0 0 (Ao
33. Sally Duensing .5,S lasl (gg a1y Jls5 (gl 0350 pdo 330l . 23RAY Jlus )0 (Y10-VFR) L (AAM) 550] (slaojg0 yo]
34. Restoration
35. The Louvre Museum
36. Venus de Milo .(Kousser, 2005) ybusb (U 50 (stmmil 8)90 45 bgayo &339)5])»)& dowuo
37. Intellectualism
38. Arjun Appadurai
39. Zbyn&k Zbyslav Stransky .58 ¢ las (K515 axty G Glais d |y polibojge (ylas Slo a5 S oS Jal ¢ ole alitiojse yu
40. Duncan Cameron
41. Brooklyn Museum
42. Approach-oriented museology
43. Tropenmuseum
2 0j50 ol sl Ailn 45 ()BT 98 Sy5 (slasjge bl LS )5 (Nationaal Museum van Wereldeulturen) oles slaSaayd Lo o550 3l tisw
310 U5 it 195 03500 A e 5 Ao Jitto pl3yimal 4o V80 L 53 5 s o yla 53 VAP JLuo
44. Content-Centric (conceptual museums)
45. Eilean Hooper-Greenhill
46. Elaine Heumann Gurian
47. Civilizing the Museum
¥A. Tiroler Landesmuseum Ferdinandeum .. uwl; 3 AYY Jlo 5o
49. Museum of Modern Art, Saitama (MOMAS)
50. Rivoli Castle

wlls
55_’5\4.\) u\ﬁs_,..Sxa,\; (QSQ § S U)—°’ o A_u\y@ c\asgo \_h:c')sf OYAA) (= ol ‘U”-..’)l;’ -
S Ll hes alall maye 5 Ollob ugysS daz s 050 5 o 0B (G2 30 Abnld Sastlgiey



.‘o’ I
/ YYY 1ocltl agin s 62,55 G555 5 eloxs 165365 ilaucan § (g3 |

1 69y90 dalllac) oMl yim 40 0,505y 50 0590 (G iy (LA ioled) ((WWAR) cdoguare ¢ co)S -
hitps:// . ¢slyol yim o8zsld i romvgi (65585 Al . ((Libuy 8350 40 plwl oyl =S dwio 5,8
ganj.irandoc.ac.ir/viewer/00f3fa31ddd78e06407b247beSce46be?sample=1

(o ¢ g0 Sy ¢ (5 \one) (oS (Smyids ygnae S (WWAS) e cBgyne s 50y c0lsjpe -
(g hlawl gl

ATl Lasl : ¢yl S S cppmidline das i i i axals . (0FAY) ( JBL (S -

References

- Albedil, M. F., (2021). “Thing in museum space: Change of status and other transformations”.
Muzeologia a Kulturne Dedicstvo, 4(3): 620-634. https://doi.org/10.31696/2618-7043-2021-4-3-
620-634

- Alberti, S. J., (2005). “Objects and the museum”. Isis, 96(4): 559-571. https://doi.
org/10.1086/498593

- Alexander, E. P., Alexander, M. & Decker, J., (2017). Museums in motion: An introduction to the
history and functions of museums. Bloomsbury Publishing PLC.

- Appadurai, A., (1986). “Theory in anthropology: Center and periphery”. Comparative Studies in
Society and History, 28(2): 356-374.

- Barthes, R., (1977). Image music text (S. Heath, Trans.). Fontana Press.

- Baudrillard, J., (1968). Le systéme des objets. Gallimard.

- Bennett, T., (2013). The birth of the museum: Hislory, theory, politics (2nd ed.). Routledge.
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781315002668

- Breidenbach, J. & Nyiri, P. (2009). Seeing culture everywhere: From genocide to consumer
habits. University of Washington Press.

- Cameron, D., (1971). “A viewpoint: The museum as a communication system and
implications for museum education”. Curator: The Museum Journal, 11(1): 33-40. https://doi.
org/10.1111/j.2151-6952.1968.tb00883.x

- Cameron, D., (2004). “The museum, a temple or the forum?”. In: G. Anderson (Ed.), Reinventing
the museum: Historical and contemporary perspectives on the paradigm shift, AltaMira Press: 61-73

- Crew, S. & Sims, J. E., (1991). “Locating authenticity: Fragments of a dialogue”. In: Exhibiting
cultures: The poetics and politics of museum display, Smithsonian Institution Press: 159-175

- Dalle Vacche, A., (2012). Film, Art, and the Third Culture: A Naturalized Aesthetics of Film.
Oxford University Press.

- Davallon, J., (1992). “Le musée est-il vraiment un média?”. Publics et Musées, 2(1): 99—123.
https://www.persee.fr/doc/pumus_1164-5385 1992 num 2 1 1017

- Davallon, J., (2009). “Heritage, preservation, research, object, collection, musealization”. In:
Synthesis of the ICOFOM Symposium. Musology: Back to Basics, Free University of Liege: 13-22.

- Deloche, B., (2001). Le musée virtuel: Vers une éthique des nouvelles images. Presses
Universitaires de France.

- Desvallees, A. & Mairesse, F., (2010). Key concepts of museology. Armand Colin.

- Desvallees, A., (1998). “Cent quarante termes muséologiques ou petit glossaire de I’exposition”.



I :"
[YEF [ 199 bylais | £5 Sl | 531 VYA /

In: Manuel de muséographie. Petit guide a I 'usage des responsables des musées, Séguier: 205-251.

- Dolak, J. & Sobatiova, P., (2018). Museum presentation. Palacky University Olomouc.

- Duensing, S., (2002). “The object of experience”. In: S. G. Paris (Ed.), Perspectives on object-
centered learning in museums (pp. 351-363). Lawrence Erlbaum Associates.

- Evans, E. M., Mull, M. S. & Poling, D. A., (2002). “The authentic object? A child’s-eye view”.
In: S. G. Paris (Ed.), Perspectives on object-centered learning in museums, Lawrence Erlbaum
Associates: 55-77.

- Falk, J. H., (1991). “Analysis of the behavior of family visitors in natural history museums:
The National Museum of Natural History”. Curator: The Museum Journal, 34(1): 44-50. https://doi.
org/10.1111/5.2151-6952.1991.tb01454.x

- Folga-Januszewska, D., (2020). “History of the museum concept and contemporary challenges:
Introduction into the debate on the new ICOM museum definition”. Muzealnictwo, (61): 39-57.
https://doi.org/10.5604/01.3001.0014.1129

- Gardner, H., (1991). The unschooled mind: How children think and how schools should teach.
Basic Books.

- Greenhill, E. H., (1992). Museums and the Shaping of Knowledge. Routledge. https://doi.
org/10.4324/9780203415825

- Greenhill, E. H., (2000). Museums and the interpretation of visual culture. (1 ed.). Routledge.
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003124450

- Greub, S. & Greub, T, (2006). Museums in the 21¥ Century: concepts projects buildings. Prestel
Pub.

- Gurian, E. H., (1999). “What is the object of this exercise? A meandering exploration of the many
meanings of objects inmuseums”. Daedalus, 128(3): 163-183. https://www.jstor.org/stable/20027571

- Hannan, L., Duhs, R. & Chatterjee, H., (2016). “Object-based learning: A powerful pedagogy
for higher education”. In: Museums and higher education working together, Routledge: 159-168.
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781315596471-15

- Heinich, N., (1993). “Les objets-personnes: Fetiches, reliques et ceuvres d’art”. Sociologie de
lart, 6: 25-40.

- Henneke, N., (2012). Sociology of Art. translated by Abdolhossein Nikgohar, Tehran: Agah
Publications.

- Hudson, K., (1977). Museums for the 1980s. Macmillan.

- Karimi, M., (2020). “A Critical Reading of the Interpretive Role of Museums in Approaching
Islamic Art (Case Study: The Gallery of the Al-Bukhari Institute of the Islamic World at the British
Museum)”. PhD thesis in Art Research, University of Iran.

- Kirshenblatt-Gimblett, B., (1998). Destination culture: Tourism, museums, and heritage.
University of California Press.

- Kopytoff, 1., (1986). “The cultural biography of things: Commoditization as process”. In: A.
Appadurai (Ed.), The social life of things: Commodities in cultural perspective, Cambridge University
Press: 64-91. https://doi.org/10.1017/CB0O9780511819582.004

- Kousser, R., (2005). “Creating the past: The Venus de Milo and the Hellenistic reception of



re

/ I YV Lecltl agtho s (52,518 3550 2 olons 1(555295 ilanas g (S5m0 |

classical Greece”. American Journal of Archaeology, 109(2): 227-250. https://doi.org/10.3764/
aja.109.2.227

- Latham, K. F., (2012). “Museum object as document: Using Buckland's information concepts
to understand museum experiences”. Journal of Documentation, 68(1): 45-71. https://doi.
org/10.1108/00220411211200329

- Lima, D. F. C., (2012). “Museologia-Museu e Patrimonio, Patrimonializagdo e Musealizacdo:
Ambiéncia de comunhao”
31-50. https://doi.org/10.1590/S1981-81222012000100004

- MacGregor, R. N., (2004). “The museum as a forum: Shaping a new discussion”. In: R. Sandell

& E. Nightingale (Eds.), Museums, society, inequality (pp. 17-32). Routledge.

. Boletim do Museu Paraense Emilio Goeldi. Ciéncias Humanas, 7(1):

- Mairesse, F., (2004). Missions et évaluations des musées: Une enquéte a Bruxelles et en Wallonie.
L’Harmattan.

- Mairesse, F. & Van Geert, F., (2024). Ecrire la muséologie: Méthodes de recherche, rédaction,
communication. Presses Sorbonne Nouvelle.

- Marroni, V., (2017). “Beyond the 'object-oriented vs. visitor/idea-oriented museum' divide: The
value of objects for museum experiences”. Museologica Brunensia, 6(1): 12-20.

- Mason, R., (2011). Cultural Theory and Museum Studies. A Companion to Museum Studies.17.
Blackwell Publishing.

- Miglietta, A. M., Pace, R. & Boero, F., (2011). “Evaluating students’ comprehension of messages
onpanels”. Visitor Studies, 14(2): 209-218. https://doi.org/10.1080/10645578.2011.608022

- Marzban, P. & Maroof, H., (2001). lllustrated Encyclopedia of Visual Arts (Architecture,
Sculpture, Painting). Tehran: Soroush Publications.

- Monti, F. & Keene, S., (2016). Museums and silent objects: Designing effective exhibitions.
Routledge. https://doi.org/10.4324/9781315596501

- Nora, P. & Cuesta, J., (1998). “La aventura de Les lieux de mémoire”. Ayer, 32: 17-34. https://
www.jstor.org/stable/41324896

- Oliveira, M. F. P. & de Mello, C. S., (2010). “Men change, and museums change”. Cadernos de
Sociomuseologia, (37).

- Paris, S.J., (2019). How Can Museums Engage Visitors in the 21 st Century? Museum Philosophy
for the 21" Century. translated by Koroush Samanian and Maryam Almasi, Tehran: Hekmat
Publications.

- Pearce, S., (1992). Museums, objects and collections: A cultural study. Leicester University
Press.

- Pearce, S., (2017). Museums, objects, and collections: A cultural study. Smithsonian Institution.

- Roberts, L. C., (1997). From knowledge to narrative: Educators and the changing museum.
Smithsonian Institution Press.

- Russell, R. & Winkworth, K., (2009). Significance 2.0: A guide to assessing the significance of
collections (2™ ed.). Collections Council of Australia.

- Scharer, M. R., (2009). “Things + Ideas + Musealization = Heritage: A museological approach”.
Museologia e Patrimonio, 2(1): 85-89.



.‘o’
[YESF | 199 bylacis | £5 Jlu | 531 ¥ Fo /

- Scheiner, T., (2007). “Musée et muséologie. Définitions en cours”. In: F. Mairesse & A.
Desvallées (Eds.), Vers une redéfinition du musée: 147—165. L’Harmattan.

- Self, R., (2014). The architecture of art museums: a decade of design: 2000-2010. Routledge.
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781315817149

- Simmons, J. E., (2016). Museums: A history. Rowman & Littlefield.

- Stransky, Z. Z., (1987). “La muséologie est-elle une conséquence de 1’existence des musées ou
les précede-t-elle et détermine [-t-elle] leur avenir?”. ICOFOM Study Series, 12: 295-304.

- Van Huis, 1., (2019). “Contesting Cultural Heritage: Decolonizing the Tropenmuseum as an
Intervention in the Dutch/European Memory Complex”. In: Dissonant Heritages and Memories in
Contemporary Europe (pp. 215-248), Cham, Springer International Publishing.

- Vergo, P., (Ed.). (1989). New museology (Vol. 24). Reaktion books.

- Welsh, P. H., (2013). “Preparing a new generation: Thoughts on contemporary museum studies
training”. Museum Management and Curatorship, 28(5): 436-454. https://doi.org/10.1080/0964777
5.2013.850830

- Wood, E. & Latham, K. F., (2016). The objects of experience: Transforming visitor-object
encounters in museums. Routledge. https://doi.org/10.4324/9781315417776

- Yasaitis, K. E., (2006). “Collecting culture and the British Museum”. Curator: The Museum
Journal, 49(4): 449-462. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.2151-6952.2006.tb00236.x



