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Mohammadabad-e¢ Jarquyeh (Garkuyeh) is a settlement located in southeastern
Isfahan, at the foothills of Mount Kolah-Ghazi. Its historic core comprises a fortress
and an associated garden. Remains of an earlier fortress, attributed to the Ilkhanid
period, are preserved along the northwestern edge of this nucleus, while a later
fortress established a new settlement core after the late Safavid period. Adjacent
to this later fortress, a garden was constructed during the Qajar period as part of
the village’s governmental nucleus. Bagh-e Mir, approximately square in plan and
covering an area of about 18,000 square meters, has partially survived to the present
day. Over time, substantial transformations affected both Mohammadabad and the
garden itself, particularly in conjunction with the settlement’s transition from village
to town. This article addresses two principal questions: what were the original
layout and components of Bagh-e Mir, and what role did the garden play within
the urban structure of Mohammadabad? The study seeks to identify the garden’s
spatial characteristics and to examine the processes of its expansion and partial
destruction in relation to the town’s urban development. Adopting a historical-
analytical approach, the research relies primarily on surviving material evidence
and documentary sources, including historical maps and aerial photographs, which
are systematically examined and interpreted. The findings clarify the garden’s layout
and constituent elements, demonstrating that its construction significantly altered
Mohammadabad’s urban structure by forming a new center in front of the garden’s
monumental entrance and main mansion. Furthermore, the study reveals that Bagh-e
Mir possessed a dual structure composed of two distinct yet interconnected sections,
and that its patrons later sought to extend the garden northward beyond the city
wall in an attempt to connect it to Jarquyeh’s principal regional route through the
construction of an additional entrance.
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Introduction

Mohammadabad-e Jarquyeh (Garkuyeh) is a settlement in southeastern Isfahan, at the southern
foothills of the Kolah-Ghazi Mountains. Historically, it developed from a rural nucleus into a walled
settlement comprising several neighborhoods, a fortress, and agricultural areas. Evidence from aerial
photographs and field observations indicates the presence of an earlier fortress along the northwestern
edge of the historic settlement. A later fortress, known as the New Fortress, appears to have formed
a new governmental nucleus during the Zand or early Qajar period. Bagh-e Mir was subsequently
constructed adjacent to this fortress and became an important component of the settlement’s
governmental and spatial organization. Bagh-e Mir is a large Qajar-period garden, approximately
square in its surviving form and covering about 18,000 square meters. Its principal architectural feature
is a substantial garden mansion with two exceptionally tall, four-sided wind catchers, together with a
monumental entrance and enclosing walls and towers. Although the garden has undergone substantial
alteration, its mansion, enclosure, and surviving spatial traces permit a partial reconstruction of its
original configuration. The loss of its water supply, the decline of permanent occupation, changes
in land use, and subsequent urban expansion progressively transformed the garden. Despite its
significance, Bagh-e Mir has received little direct scholarly attention. Studies of Iranian historical
gardens have generally focused on their physical characteristics, spatial organization, and formal
qualities. Bagh-e Mir differs from many documented examples in that it was not an isolated garden
within an agricultural estate. Rather, it was embedded within a developing settlement and formed part
of a governmental nucleus alongside the New Fortress. Its study therefore provides an opportunity
to examine not only the morphology of a Qajar garden but also its relationship to the urban structure
of a small Iranian settlement. The study addresses two principal questions: What were the original
layout and components of Bagh-e Mir, and what role did the garden play within the urban structure
of Mohammadabad-e Jarquyeh? It reconstructs the garden’s spatial organization and examines the
processes of its expansion, transformation, and partial destruction in relation to the development of
Mohammadabad. The research adopts a historical-descriptive and interpretive approach based on
field surveys, aerial photographs, historical and archival documentation, and oral testimony.

Discussion

The evidence suggests that Bagh-e¢ Mir formed part of a broader governmental nucleus rather than
functioning as an isolated garden. The New Fortress and the garden stood adjacent to one another,
sharing elements of their defensive enclosure while remaining architecturally distinct. The fortress,
which contained residential units, a stable, and other spaces, appears to have served a governmental
function. Together, the fortress and garden constituted the governmental center of Mohammadabad.
South of this complex lay the settlement’s non-governmental center, comprising the mosque, bazaar,
and a hosayniyya. The bazaar was situated between the garden and the mosque and provided access to
the garden’s principal entrance. This spatial relationship suggests that Bagh-e Mir contributed to the
formation of a new urban center in front of its monumental entrance. Historical evidence attributes
the construction of Bagh-e Mir to Mirza Abu al-Hasan Khan Sartip in 1289 AH. He belonged to a
local ruling family whose political prominence extended back to the Safavid period. The garden may
therefore be understood as a later architectural expression of local governmental authority, positioned
beside the fortress while oriented toward the settlement through its entrance and relationship to the
market. The reconstructed garden had an approximately square or slightly parallelogrammatic plan
and was enclosed by a high wall with towers. Its southern entrance was integrated with the principal
garden mansion, which occupied approximately 500 square meters and incorporated two wind
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catchers approximately 17 meters in height. The principal axis ran north—south and terminated at the
mansion, while a secondary east—west axis intersected it near the center of the garden. Broad avenues
and paths structured the planting plots. Four major plots occupied the spaces defined by the principal
axes and were apparently subdivided into smaller units. A central open space, possibly functioning as
a garden court or maydancheh, occupied the intersection of the two axes. Oral testimony also refers
to an octagonal pool with a fountain, although its precise location remains uncertain.

The reconstruction further indicates that the garden’s organization was closely conditioned by
its physical setting. The east-west water channel, for example, appears to have followed the site’s
slope and the conditions of water supply rather than the dominant north—south garden axis. This
relationship between formal design and environmental constraints is significant for understanding
how the garden’s spatial organization was adapted to local conditions. Water was fundamental to
both the organization and subsequent decline of the garden. Bagh-e Mir was supplied through a
branch of the Sahradeh Qanat. According to field observations and local testimony, Qanat water
reached the garden until approximately the 1340s SH. After the Qanat dried up in 1337 SH, a well
was constructed to supply the garden. Aerial photographs from 1346 and 1362 SH indicate some
recovery of vegetation, suggesting that the well temporarily sustained the garden. Nevertheless,
limited water availability, declining occupation, and the eventual failure of the well contributed to
the garden’s deterioration. A major finding of the study is that Bagh-e Mir possessed a more complex
structure than its surviving square enclosure suggests. A second northern section, with an irregular or
octagonal configuration, extended beyond the principal southern garden and was separated from it by
a substantial wall. Its southern portion contained a formally designed structure in the form of a kushk
or pavilion, surrounded by organized planting beds and paths. This arrangement suggests that the area
was conceived as a garden rather than simply used for agricultural purposes. Local testimony further
indicates that the northern kushk served a residential function, possibly as a seasonal residence, in
contrast to the main garden mansion, whose architectural characteristics appear to have been suited
to summer occupation.

The northern section appears to have developed through several phases. Initially, a trapezoidal
region between the principal garden and the historic city wall seems to have been incorporated into
the garden’s spatial organization. Subsequently, an attempt appears to have been made to extend
the garden beyond the northern wall toward the regional road connecting Mohammadabad with
Nikabad, Isfahan, and Shahreza. The northern entrance, comparable in form and composition to the
southern entrance, provides important evidence for this interpretation. Its location and the alignment
of the surrounding walls suggest an attempt to create a larger and more integrated garden complex.
The chronology of this extension remains partly hypothetical because much of the northern section
has disappeared. Nevertheless, the available evidence indicates that it postdated the principal garden.
Its extension across the historic city wall suggests a later phase, when the wall had lost some of its
earlier significance and the settlement was undergoing spatial transformation. This expansion may
have reflected both the increasing governmental and representational significance of the garden and
the growing importance of the regional route. The intended connection, however, appears not to
have been completed. Subsequent urban expansion and road construction ultimately resulted in the
destruction of the northern garden and other elements of the historic fabric.

Conclusion
The study demonstrates that Bagh-e Mir played a more significant role in the historical development
of Mohammadabad than its surviving remains alone might suggest. Constructed adjacent to the New
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Fortress as part of the governmental nucleus, it was not simply a residential or recreational garden
but an important spatial component of local authority. Its monumental entrance and garden mansion
faced the settlement and were directly related to the bazaar, mosque, and hosayniyya, contributing
to the formation of a new center. The juxtaposition of the governmental complex with the religious-
commercial center created a spatial configuration in which the garden actively participated in the
formation of urban centrality. The research further demonstrates that the garden originally possessed
a more complex spatial structure than its surviving enclosure indicates. The principal southern
garden was a formally organized enclosure with broad intersecting axes, planting plots, a substantial
garden mansion, and a carefully articulated entrance. A second northern garden was subsequently
developed between and beyond the historic city wall. Its designed landscape, northern kushk, and
second monumental entrance suggest an attempt to integrate the two sections and establish a stronger
relationship with the regional road network. Ultimately, this expansion was not completed. Changes
in the spatial organization of Mohammadabad, the growing importance of new circulation routes,
and subsequent urban development resulted in the destruction of the northern garden. The route
connecting Mohammadabad with Nikabad, Isfahan, and Shahreza eventually became an important
urban axis around which subsequent expansion occurred. Thus, the same route whose growing
significance may have encouraged the northern expansion of the garden later contributed to the
destruction of this section and the fragmentation of the historic settlement. Bagh-e Mir provides
an important case for understanding the relationship between gardens, local authority, and urban
transformation in small Iranian settlements. Its history demonstrates that a garden could participate in
the formation of an urban center, mediate between governmental and non-governmental spaces, and
subsequently be reconfigured in response to changing infrastructural conditions. Reconstructing its
spatial organization and successive transformations therefore contributes not only to an understanding
of Bagh-e Mir itself but also to a more precise understanding of the historical transformation of
Mohammadabad-e Jarquyeh. At the same time, the study demonstrates the value of combining
surviving architectural remains, aerial photographs, field observations, documentary sources, and
oral testimony in reconstructing historic environments whose material integrity has been substantially
diminished.
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Fig. 2: Right: Aerial photograph of Bagh-e Mir, the New Fortress, and the historic extent of Mohammadabad that was formerly
enclosed by the settlement wall. Left: Bagh-e Mir and the adjacent fortress (Google Earth). Legend: 1. Area of Mohammadabad
formerly enclosed by the settlement wall, 2. Bagh-e Mir, 3. New Fortress.
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Fig. 3: Right: Abd al-Wasi‘ Khan (seated on the right) and Mirza Abu al-Hasan Khan, founder of the garden (seated on the left)
(Shafiei Nikabadi, 1997 [1376 SH]). Center: Mirza Abu al-Hasan Khan (seated on the left) in front of the garden pavilion (family
archive of Seyyed Mahmoud Azhar). Left: Seyyed Mohammad Azhar, grandson of Mirza Abu al-Hasan Khan and heir to the

garden (family archive of Seyyed Mahmoud Azhar).
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Fig. 4: Rulers of Mohammadabad and owners of the garden (Authors, 2025).
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Fig. 5: Bagh-e Mir and its surrounding area based on the 1998 (1377 SH) aerial photograph (National Cartographic Center of
Iran). Legend: 1. Bagh-e Mir, 2. Garden pavilion, 3. New Fortress, 4. Old Fortress, 5. Mirpanj Mosque, 6. Hosayniyya, 7. Square
and non-governmental center of the village, 8. Location of the demolished bazaar.
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Fig. 6: Surviving portion of Bagh-e Mir, showing its plot division and internal garden layout, including avenues and planting
plots, based on aerial photographs from 1967 (1346 SH) (right) and 1983 (1362 SH) (left) (National Cartographic Center of Iran).
Legend: 1. Main pavilion of Bagh-e Mir, 2. North—south longitudinal avenue, 3. East—west transverse avenue, 4. Central square or
courtyard at the intersection of the longitudinal and transverse avenues, 5. Trace of the water channel, 6. Garden enclosure wall,
7. Towers.
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Fig. 7: Plan of the square-shaped enclosure of Bagh-e Mir (Authors, 2025).
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Fig. 8: Extent of Mohammadabad and its qanats (Authors, 2025).
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Fig. 9: Stone fountain and possible components of the stone pool within the garden (Authors, 2025).
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Fig. 10: Top: Condition of the stone door threshold associated with the present northern entrance to the garden. Bottom right:
Existing entrance door in the northern section of the garden’s present enclosure wall. Bottom left: Towers and southern entrance
portal of the garden (Authors, 2025).
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Fig. 11: Top right: Northern elevation of the pavilion before 1997 (1376 SH) (Garkuyeh: An Unknown Land on the Edge of the
Desert). Top left: View of the garden pavilion from the roof of the adjacent fortress, before 1997 (1376 SH) (Jarquyeh Cultural
Heritage Photographic Archive). Bottom right and center: Existing wooden doors of the garden pavilion before 1997 (1376 SH)
(Jarquyeh Cultural Heritage Photographic Archive). Bottom left: Garden pavilion, with the dome and minarets of Mohammadabad
Friday Mosque visible behind it (Authors, 2025).
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Fig. 12: Plans and elevations of the Bagh-e Mir pavilion (Authors, 2025).
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Fig. 13: Historic extent of Mohammadabad in the 1967 (1346 SH) aerial photograph (top) and the 1983 (1362 SH) aerial photograph
(bottom) (prepared by the authors, 2025 based on aerial photographs from the National Cartographic Center of Iran). Legend: 1.
Bagh-e Mir, 2. New Fortress, 3. Old Fortress, 4. Extent of the settlement wall, 5. Towers, 6. Mirpanj Mosque (Friday Mosque), 7.
Hosayniyya, 8. Small square adjacent to the Friday Mosque, 9. Approximate location of the demolished bazaar.
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Fig. 14: A (): The initial formation of Mohammadabad, including the Old Fortress, enclosure wall, and probable village gates.
B (<): The configuration of Mohammadabad around the time of Mirza Rafi al-Din’s accession through the end of the Zand
period. C (¢): The configuration of Mohammadabad during the Qajar period, following the addition of major elements such
as Bagh-e Mir, the Friday Mosque, and the bazaar. D (4): The development of Mohammadabad up to before the 1990s and its
transformation into a town. E (¢): The present-day configuration of Mohammadabad, shaped by urban development during recent
decades. (Source: authors, 2025; based on aerial photographs from the National Cartographic Center of Iran and maps from the
Mohammadabad Municipality).
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Fig. 15: Top: Aerial photograph of the garden area, 1967 (1346 SH). Bottom: Aerial photograph of the garden area, 1983 (1362 SH)
(National Cartographic Center of Iran.).
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Fig. 16: Top right: Approximate overall extent of the garden reconstructed from the 1967 (1346 SH) aerial photograph (Authors,
2025). Top left: Towers and entrance portal of the northern section of the garden enclosure, demolished as a result of recent
urban development (source: Jarquyeh Cultural Heritage Photographic Archive). Bottom: Isolated tower formerly belonging to
the garden enclosure (Authors, 2025).
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Fig. 17: Development and transformation of the garden: Phase I: Formation of the garden adjacent to the New Fortress, north of
the village. Phase II: Initial expansion northward to the settlement wall, including the construction of the northern kushk and the
landscaping of its surroundings. Phase I1I: Planning for the further expansion of the garden and the formation of the northern
garden. Phase IV: Probable planning to remove the settlement wall from within the northern garden and integrate the areas north
and south of the settlement wall into a unified northern garden (unsuccessful expansion). Phase V: Destruction of the northern
garden (present condition). Legend: 1. Southern garden (parallelogram), 2. Northern garden (octagonal), 3. Northern area of
the settlement wall within the northern garden, 4. Southern area of the settlement wall within the northern garden, 5. Garden
enclosure wall, 6. Wall separating the northern and southern gardens, 7. Southern garden pavilion, 8.Northern garden kushk
(northern pavilion), 9. Regional road toward Isfahan and Shahreza (later Mohammadabad’s main street), 10. Landscaping of the
southern garden (planting plots), 11. Landscaping of the northern garden (planting plots), 12. Other structures adjacent to the
settlement wall (Authors, 2025).
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