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Religious inscriptions in Islamic architecture are among the architectural ornaments
that often reflect the religious, political, and cultural ideologies of their respective
eras. Mausoleums and other funerary monuments, similar to other religious
structures, contain a significant proportion of these inscriptions. Wooden doors and
cenotaphs served as some of the most prominent surfaces for the manifestation of
mausoleum inscriptions. Accordingly, it is not unexpected that the epistemic and
cognitive roles of these inscriptions would be shaped in accordance with their
predetermined architectural contexts. The present study aims to investigate the
religious themes of inscriptions carved on the wooden doors and cenotaphs of
mausoleums in the Mazandaran region during the 15th and 16th centuries CE (9th—
10th centuries AH). The research raises two central questions: first, what religious
themes are represented in the inscriptions of mausoleums in this region, and second,
what relationship exists between the political and religious circumstances of the
period and the thematic content of these inscriptions? This research is fundamental
in nature. Data were collected through both documentary and field methods and
analyzed using a descriptive analytical approach, employing both quantitative
and qualitative perspectives. A notable finding is the widespread construction of
mausoleums during this period, following a long phase of stagnation, and occurring
simultaneously with significant religious and political transformations experienced
in the region. The influence of these transformations is clearly evident in the thematic
content of the funerary inscriptions and is worthy of reflection from multiple
dimensions. The results indicate that the reinforcement of Islamic principles and
Muslim practices, the manifestation of Shi‘i beliefs, the emphasis on talismanic
protection and intercession, and the impact of political conditions constituted the
most significant ways in which the inscriptions mirrored the circumstances of that
society.
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Introduction

Throughout the history of Iranian architecture in the Islamic period, inscriptions and writings have
consistently been among the most distinguished artistic elements, particularly within religious
buildings. These inscriptions reflected religious thoughts and ideas, while at the same time, through
the use of various techniques and diverse materials, they also presented aesthetically impressive
works of art. Based on this foundation, inscriptions can be observed on different parts and elements
of buildings, such as walls, domes, entrance doors, columns, and wooden cenotaphs.

By virtue of their reliance on script and verbal expression, inscriptions naturally possess greater
clarity and explicitness compared to figurative motifs and visual symbols. This very feature has
led them, beyond their outward and aesthetic aspects, to attract attention for their spiritual and
communicative capacities. In religious buildings and sacred sites particularly mausoleums and
shrines, which constitute the focus of this research inscriptions were employed purposefully as
instruments for conveying messages. In certain cases, in accordance with the function of the building
and sometimes influenced by the prevailing social and political conditions, they also transmitted
various other themes to their audiences. In other words, inscriptions acted as an eloquent language,
confronting their viewers with specific cognitive and epistemic dimensions within that space.

Examples of such religious inscriptions can be observed in the mausoleums of Mazandaran
province. From the perspective of artistic form, and naturally in accordance with the climatic
conditions of the region, wooden artifacts constituted a significant share of inscriptional surfaces.
Accordingly, this study focuses exclusively on inscriptions carved on the wooden doors and tomb
chests inside mausoleums. In fact, the present research was undertaken with the aim of examining the
religious themes of inscriptions in the mausoleums of Mazandaran during the 9th—10th centuries AH.
It seeks to address two primary questions: what religious themes are represented in the inscriptions
on the wooden doors and cenotaphs of Mazandaran’s mausoleums during this period, and how are
these themes related to the prevailing religious and political conditions of the time?

The study of these works of art is significant because they functioned as vehicles for transmitting
a particular school of thought and religious doctrine to their audiences. Moreover, the existence of
a relationship between the themes of mausoleum inscriptions and the ideological, cultural, and, at
times, political contexts that informed their creation within a specific time and place, necessitates
moving beyond a purely aesthetic perspective to engage in a deeper reflection upon the spiritual

dimensions of the inscriptions and the meanings they were intended to convey.

Discussion
With the establishment of the Shi‘i Mar‘ashid dynasty in Mazandaran (9th—10th centuries AH),
the tradition of constructing mausoleums and consequently the production of wooden doors and
cenotaphs adorned with religious inscriptions suddenly experienced remarkable prosperity.

The mausoleums of this region were generally the burial places of prominent figures, particularly
scholars and religious dignitaries. Thus, special attention to this type of architecture is observed
during a period in which religious and Shi‘i perspectives had come to dominate the very fabric of

society.
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Within this context, the primary focus of the present study is limited to those mausoleums that
contain inscriptions with religious content, including the inscriptions of 32 wooden cenotaphs and
18 wooden doors.

The examination of these examples reveals a distinct spectrum of recurring religious themes.
These include verses from Surat Yasin, Surat al-Fath, Surat al-Bagara, Ayat al-Kursi, Surat al-Saffat,
Surat al-Imran, Surat al-Rahman, Surat al-Tawhid, Surat al-Kawthar, Surat al-Qadr, Surat al-Ahzab,
Surat al-Ala, Surat al-Nur, verse 13 of Surat al-Saff, the Salutations upon the Fourteen Infallibles,
the Salutations upon the Twelve Imams, the Salutations upon the Prophet Muhammad (peace be
upon him), Dua-yi Nad-Ali, and hadith from the Prophet and Imam Ali (peace be upon him). The
frequency of these themes has been quantitatively ranked, as shown in Chart 1. Two noteworthy
points emerge from this ranking: first, the considerable difference in indicators compared to other
studies; and second, the comprehensiveness of the research sample, which examines both extant and
lost works, unlike the fragmented and case-specific studies of previous research.

At the stage of conceptual analysis of the themes, as detailed in Table 1, the inscriptions as a
whole reflect the most significant Islamic teachings, including the principles of religion (such as
monotheism, resurrection, and prophet hood), the doctrine of Imamate, the glorification and
remembrance of God, emphasis on renouncing worldly attachments, and the importance of prayer
and the mosque for believers, among others.

The relationship between the religious themes of the inscriptions and the prevailing religious
and political circumstances of the period can be identified through several major components: the
consolidation of Islamic principles in society, the manifestation of Shi-i beliefs, the promotion of the
Islamic way of life, the reflection of political dimensions in the content of the inscriptions, and the
attention to intercession and talismanic protection.

Anoteworthy point in the thematic analysis is that both general Islamic foundations and specifically

Shi‘iprinciplesreceivedrelatively equal attention.

Conclusion

Based on the examination of inscriptions on within the research sample, two primary findings emerge.
First, the most frequently employed religious theme is Ayat al-Kursi. Following this, in descending
order, are the Salutations upon the Fourteen Infallibles, Prophetic hadith, Surat al-Fath, Surat Yasin,
the Salutations upon the Twelve Imams, the Salutations upon the Prophet, Dua-yi Nad-Ali, and other
themes of lesser frequency.

Second, through classification and analysis of the inscriptions, four major conceptual categories
can be identified:

1. The establishment, consolidation, and reinforcement of the fundamental principles of Islam
in both individual and social life such as monotheism, eschatology, justice, and Imamate which are
typically manifested in religious beliefs, values, and even in social interactions.

2. The explicit manifestation of Shi-i beliefs, such as an emphasis on justice, reverence for the Ahl
al-Bayt (peace be upon them), and loyalty to the doctrine of wilaya (guardianship). In other words,

it appears that the selection of these themes in mausoleum inscriptions served as symbolic banners
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proclaiming the community’s devotion to the Imams and its adherence to Shi-i identity.

3. The consolidation and institutionalization of Muslim conduct encompassing ethics, behaviors,
and traditions of life together with the presentation of exemplary models of living based on the
Quran, the Sunnah of the Prophet, and the conduct of the Imams.

4. Enduring the hardships of life through intercession and supplication, aimed at strengthening
faith and averting misfortune, a belief that significantly shaped the lifestyle of Muslims. Collectively,
these themes not only sought to promote an Islamic way of life within society but also provided
criteria for evaluating faith and for reshaping individuals’ perspectives on worldly existence and
spiritual values.

The political dimensions reflected in the inscriptions may also be discussed under four points:

1. The construction of political religious legitimacy for the rulers;

2. The promotion of religious unity and the demonstration of power and influence in the
Mazandaran region;

3. The reinforcement of the ruler’s status as a servant of the Ahl al-Bayt;

4. The containment of rivals and the consolidation of Shi-i identity within society.

In other words, it seems that under conditions in which other sects such as the Zaydis and Sunnis
were also present in parts of Mazandaran, the Marashid rulers sought to reinforce the legitimacy of

their rule by aligning themselves with Twelver Shi‘ism and the lineage of the Alid Sayyids.
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Table 1: Introducing the contexts for the manifestation of each theme and expressing its concepts (Authors, 2025).

[YFF | 199 Bylocits | £5 Sl | 51|

(V¥ ‘Olf_\})&) uTM.hLM OLﬁS ujw).hL;\.’?ﬁdth u.‘)).mo ) ‘_JB.L&

Yho

(A) @92 (FY) 292 8 Gyt e peplio 9 Laadli owbas | a5,
(i) dibee (159 1S dome () ¥ Lopan] | 5 Slio & o)Ll e 2 25 Altns 2 0329 15T 170D &
(6975 ey g (:9) el (o) ol | coagsd ptSetle undl Ggren 1 (shus clow
(99) Sl ke (5)) 455 & (Jol) ablae o e g e plle waelid euSle
(RL) 55,30 dozme o3lelal )l gl (o) meplal | o292 8T gy e sl & g (Mlis hydy YOF il | o, Sla] )
(-155) o ye (o953lgus) o ol (rbl) el ! NS S clin s | (3,907F)
@l olajlo 030 )3 39290 (hL) s () e | a¥s) aiS Yy 95 OIS 5 miote saled ol YOV il
Sl (s plio 5 (Sumd (RY) golo (5ok) (sl e ap b celb g s 5 plicdle o (0plb |y <l
(Jol) Jbomaarme  (edeB) il s | 3l i 5 Sl 18 (sl sl by o (s Sl
(Seede Gl) &)l (1975) saee 9 0o el yly g5 0 Celys g Lai> cpold 5 (39 > aadli
(0953g) Loy ign (o) atlsee (ril) ol 2l
(955 iy g (159) el (Jol) maalnl | 9 (02) ol sl g il 5l ciany b (sl e
() ol (6 )l) agpiadl )l (c5bo) s | (o) 5 2ol 5 (g) sle pi> Jl el pallo s plos | V¥ sl
(OWlsdS)old domms a9y (Rl ool gy (pbmyY) Ol cadn {e=) olej plol b pyaxe
sl Sy y3e 3 35250 (c6 5o 03915) damo izl (2552V%) v
(cer2)l3m) ol (5313abel
(sl 335 s ) @uol o3l50Lel
(s)l) ool (k) weall | o L35 ol 4 i) 5 1> (6535395 & Capms Jainse
(Jol) s (9) Wb e )| rel o
(i) GISLL Sonl ool (e430Y) (g1) el pllake wbolo glaciale el lis Sgw | (3,0 ) ¥
(Oh1sS) slgl gy (el ASS92,5) ol Cuie g oo o5 1) Lid 4 8IS g yehe oSS prles
(19) B swge o d0c0 (5l) (s A8
(el 59,8125 oo o3ljalel s 8l 5 e
(£55) o yen Som & b g (g) Cu Jal plio cuslsS 5 5 plShe
ol
(V) oo b s )3 37 5 (o Jl> b5
jlod Coanli
olhs gl (wlidogs g pin
(59) 1S ezme llabes O malil (b 29555) lallaee i o shale 3l iy Jois ol
(199) Q9= Crsmge 03ljalal asiy (ol) ablaee (o) eom | pimlyod (isge g Jguy p 9las e Gl ioygm (JS (1558 b
() Sl ke (059 (50985 Sbo) salas gyl | i) o oo ISy Blio 5> &5 (S5 8 gz 4 | (0990 V) ¥
(L9998 SL) LS oo pllabs | (Sl a0 &y Juox 0359 9 L) (UL 2o (prized 39058
(59 & cidlle plal iy ine ooljolel asiy | e olbolbo) Wlosls plodl gl Jae 5 30 las] & 5Ll §
(YYA Az ATVE
(ol 35 (pe) @b (5)l) plee (o 6 aw Jgol o t0)9w 038
(5)) clens (5ol (omm | LB 53 e (Stwd 93 9 p3ye g3 9 g8 ol 4 o)Ll
(c5oks) o o3l3aL3 | 05len g slesl 51 o5 iz g2 1 (gl gas olyan ) oges o 8
(o) el | slo @l 5 205 ol g 0)L80(S 3 b ol (gl Bl | (3509
(59) 5ol ks | oo olod a3y g slao ool 4y L5115 iy
(ObeyY) plcun (AW lon) cuald )3 pliS o Jlo 25 g (e ]
(o) daetadl o |53 (olioms il g o (3mo )8l 0500 el o] 3
O PRI W O
(59 Sl ks (b99) Sl gk (19) 455 sl Clolo
()W domms ol (159) jkae g ol |Gl Lo WY (gl gt Cils Sl o) b gl ales | LYY
(&r095 Sho 8 ) e g 2l (3592 Y) s
(958 o 8 ) 1S oo b
(i) e (19) sadas 9 b
(R 55,31S) oo o3lelal (0968 Sho 58 ) g 5 polb {02) sole sl 553 ol oy b gy e | ey sl
(59) 1S doze el (3592 )

(o998 Sho 18 ) LS dozo yllalis
(bg) Sl glabs




/’ YOy |

wey93 B9sio 9 59y 3 (2 oweliae SLL B ledrgdite g ool |

() el

()l s
(599),SoL! b
(OlmyY) plocan
(199) 4S5 vl

2 e 3 () e il ciliul g Jugs 5 gl
ol Glae ole gel aen p3 13 llas o)yl & 8l e
gallal (oS 5 b Lita)ewdllll cpen i
e pliwgd Cawyp) JPlly ey orimdcwsls)
Sl (ejare 9 AL Hld (858 clav jphas) ol

e (03555 i) it o2 S¥a) Sl (o235 ol 2)

sleat

(592 0)

(5975 iy g

(159) el
(c55k) ooy

dod (93939 > CulSil (I gls b cosl ole
Olao (0 & @b & gl S pl 555 0ol (sgw 4 Shigrge
(PP Yz cylod) Canns ol Sy Jlabl 2 &5 g

() s S G
(olmyY) plocdn

(199) 4S5 gl

59 s ol )3 slex (sl (omtehe 5 t0ygm IS 1558
Ol olad 1y g3 cpa s oS el il s g gl ey liedid b
(FV2 )z lan) ailg50 (S e oS Ly Amd 0 adS
& yldy g oy (b g 18 Lol I s 4 o)Ll VY 4

93] 9 98> LB sl el (koo

(4eige) e

(&olo)
(34e3058) (2l 025 S

das a4y oyl 3 tehe g Jguy (Sai ool 4 0,Lsl YAD &
bt b 5 (@l GYsw don 5 Slowl (5 @SN
S 3> bl )3 e cae 4 gl

gl B 3 a5 ol ] g0 93 YR 5 YOA &
oasuial 390 Sy

(15) Sedo e

(MG92,3) 3ol
(b5) SSbl ek

pasuiel 3)50 Syt

oy g ple jllo i 000 3 bo s 5 Lo pled (e
391 5 5 (B, by ples 4 o)lal 5 Jle 3l o]
&)lg b g el cas oo Jlow

plel (e
(&) =

(2e5p8) Loy olie o Reboil) (2155 ()] Amo

AT 4 gl g Chogrge et Sl 4 0)L31 S &

o))l

(59%) el

ol oliods (ilss il g 58 sllas 53 yualy 4y o by

25

(b99) wanly!

b ol Cualae o g 505 b 53 15 g )Ll

JxY

(b 59,81 &5) dozo 03ljolel

Syl g 0y ol o odel £ o @il a3
(W503 s /531y p)150) 239 o S0

Sl sllSan Glogl )l /8518 s 5 L g5 4y ol

5 Colas Jalge ol el (glo] 4y Jgun) pol [ 55105
Cglid

(199) 455 gl

Ll 25T a0 Ll Al pgd Lise y &Sl lal ¥ 4]
Nz olen) )b (g) con Jol &jlebe § a4y G
(\‘?A'

O ygody M3 s 5 S5 4 (uinhe ged FY-F) ol
Sy &y gABgadie 1 (e ol cul BT 42 0,31 g polao
29 S & el Sl lagg S g &S lisial 5 1a

Syl

(%252 ¥) (s)bs)

O3l anss golb g gz ge dan (slid 4y 0)Lil YF &

il 5l les Ty mealid ST g 299 9 o3l s 3T &
Lglis

(o)

Tomd g )1 g Sje Nghtd lgicds Bglis Byxa A+ 4]

S Cuog (S e dax iyl 1 gl cyinild 0300 g

(5 )bw) cslall (25 00l 50Lel

03905 yalls Wl 3 1y alis 4 ol H95 Jio 4 o L3l YD &)
295 o (oo 2 Culinely

of Jl & s cljio g )8 (8L by oo FF &
S0 |y 15 AL ol9en

Jedis pas ppen S Jlol o Sy cnog TV 4
5l g 5los sl g (B9)8en 5 5 )b s a0l
(10z «los) ol 5l o5

0%

45 ol oo gy golg> 5o s (b B g ol dde pLE iz op POy o Lol 8L JLisel
5! Ls).a’.ib)l_ﬂd)_.g;\g)ﬁjl.’i @ yhas o3l o cglate a8 a4 cas |y dilate 1 WS bl diwo Laolas,y oyl
olte 4o AiSlg3 0 g s 403 31590 gl sla () E0 S s 0 (ilygo o baslyis LolSasl cdmels Lol
oreline dallbae Cqa pred 40 (S0 e dp Gl Lo e lis § (2T o el (gl awal (xnye

ol Caon] Pl o ol e ass



7l

[FF | W Blocs | £5 Sl | 51| YOV I/

oS &
P paxe VY A_;bl.,o
(02) roly ol

21.23% s

o

(o) el lslo
W ol cles
AW

14.15%

12.38%

L(VYo¥ ‘OKAJ)&) LQAA.JSWLM @'5‘)‘6 :\)‘.)545
Chart 1. Frequency of Inscription Themes (Authors, 2025).
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Fig. 1: Inscription of Ayat al-Kursi on the Wooden Sarcophagus of Imamzada Sayyid Muhammad Zarrin Nava, Qaemshahr
(Authors, 2020).
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Fig. 2: Inscription of the Salutations upon the Fourteen Infallibles on the Door of Imamzada Muhammad, Nur (Sotoudeh, 1995:

937).
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Fig. 3: Hadith: “The world is but an hour; make it a time of obedience” on the entrance door of Imamzadeh Ahmad, Behshahr
(Authors, 2020).
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Fig. 4: Inscription on the Tomb Chest of Inamzadeh Yahya, Sari (Authors, 2020).
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